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because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 
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Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically: 
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searchable claims. 

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite 
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As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report 
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4 - I2SI No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 1,2,9,10,16,17,22,23,28,29 and 
38-41 
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BOX III. OBSERVATIONS WHERE UNITY OF INVENTION IS LACKING 

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single general inventive 
concept under PCT Rule 13.1. In order for all inventions to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fees must be paid. 

Group I, claim(s) 1, 2, 9, 10, 16, 17, 22, 23, 28, 29 and 38-41, drawn to an isolated polypeptide comprising an amino acid sequence of 
SEQ ID NO: 2, 3, 4, 5 or 6, or a biologically active fragment thereof 

Group IE, claims 3-5, 8, 11-13, 20, 24, 25 and 30, drawn to an isolated nucleic acid encoding a polypeptide comprising an amino acid 
sequence of SEQ ID NO: 2, 3, 4, 5 or 6, or a biologically active fragment thereof. 

Group III, claims 6, 7, 14, 15, 18, 19, 26, 27, 31 and 32, drawn to an antibody specific to a polypeptide comprising an amino acid 
sequence of SEQ ID NO: 2, 3, 4, 5 or 6, or a biologically active fragment thereof. 

Group IV, claims 33-37, drawn to a method of identifying a substance that inhibits an activity of the CARDS toxin. 
Claims 21 and 42-45 are unsearchable because of their improper multiple dependency. 

The inventions listed as Groups I-IV do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13. 1 because, under PCT Rule 
13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: 

Inventions I-IV lack unity. The special technical feature of the first claimed invention is an isolated polypeptide comprising an 
amino acid sequence of SEQ ID NO: 2, 3, 4, 5 or 6, or a biologically active fragment thereof However, such a polypeptide or a fragment 
thereof is already disclosed in the art at the time of the invention. For example, WO 02/079242 A2 (CHIRON SPA) disclosed the 
polypeptide comprising the amino acid sequence of SEQ ID N: 4, AAE29374, and/or a biologically active fragment thereof (see pages 2-4 
under Sequence Listing). Thus, the special technical feature of the first claimed method is taught by the prior art, and therefore does not 
define over the prior art. The special technical feature of inventions II, HI and IV are delineated above. The products of these inventions 
do not share a significant common structure with each other and with the product of invention I. 
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